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The Holy Quran

´ And mankind were but one community, then they 
differed among themselves;. (Quran 10:20).

And among His Signs is the creation of the 
heavens and the earth, and the diversity of 
your tongues and colors. In that surely are 
Signs for those who possess knowledge. 30:22

O mankind, We have created you from a male 
and a female; and 
We have made you into tribes and sub-tribes 
that you may recognize one another.

(49:14)

Surah Rahman (Ch. 55) verse 10

‘ا  Weigh all things with justice and fall not short of 
the measure.’

O my Lord, increase me in 
knowledge. (20:115)



Supreme Justice, Science & Race 

Goal: 1 Critically reflect on the relationship between scientific knowledge and skills in order to identify 
transformative practices that: a) influence society positively b) challenge traditional views of “race” and 
its’ systems in order to advance the cause of Supreme Justice and create a more just world.

I.  Introduction- Big Question: How might scholars communicate scientific findings about human 
biological variation more accurately and responsibly to those outside the scientific community?
Format: Reflection Responses
My role as facilitator   -- Group Reflections- Advancing the Discussion around  Supreme Justice, 
Science & Race..
Teachings of the Holy Quran 
Icebreaker
Social Sciences/Natural Sciences  
II.  Social Science: What is Race? Social, Cultural, Historical Context of race  
´ Opening Slide – Skin tones
´ Reflection Questions?
( 3/5 of a human  - One drop rule)
III. Natural Science: What is Race? (Sociology, Anthropology, Genetics)
´ Conclusions: Reflection .



Icebreaker- Raise Your Hand

´ 1. If you are in middle school, high school, recently graduated.

´ 2. You are currently enrolled in an undergraduate program in Science or a 
Science-related field.

´ 3. You are a graduate student  (Masters level)

´ 4. You are a graduate student (doctoral or post-doctoral level)

´ 5. Early professional career (3-5 Years)

´ 6. Mid-Advanced career (more than 5 years)

´ 7. None of the above. I joined the session because I’m interested in the 
ASWA Summer Series !
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“Whitening” Sociology

Source: The Atlantic  Aug 31, 2018



One Drop Rule: Who is Black?

https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/jefferson/mixed/onedrop.html

´ Reserved exclusively for people who have African ancestry

´ Found exclusively in the United States (no other country in the world)

´ Anthropologist –”hypo-descent rule," meaning that racially mixed persons 
are assigned the status of the subordinate group. 

´ the definition of a black person as one with any trace at all of black African 
ancestry is intertwined with the history of the United States.



Reflection: 3 minute quick jot.. Pick one 
or more and post in the chat
´ Does skin color define race?

´ Hypo-descent rule?

´ This matters because…

´ Why this is important….

´ .



Studies about Race: Fields of science…. 

Social Science- Use the scientific method 
to study human behavior and society. 
Some examples and their definitions 
include:  Psychology - the study of the 
mental process and behavior

Natural Sciences- Use the scientific 
method

Medical and Health Sciences 
Genetics - the study of heredity 
and inherited traits

Humanities – disciplines that study the 
human condition. For example : 
Anthropology - the study of the origin, 
behavior, and the physical, social, and 
cultural development of humans. 
Biological/Physical Anthropology 
Sociology



Social Science: Studies Related to Race: Stereotype Threat 
& Implicit Association Test (IAT)

´ Stereotype Threat has become one of the most widely researched topics in 
social psychology for 25 yrs

´ 5,000 citations , over 300 articles published
´ Stigmatized group members may underperform on diagnostic tests of ability 

when they are concerned about confirming a negative societal stereotype as 
self-characteristic 

´ Demonstrated that African American participants underperformed on a verbal 
reasoning test when it was presented as a diagnostic indicator of intellectual 
ability. Conversely, when the same test was presented as non-diagnostic of 
ability, they performed equivalently to their Caucasian peers. 

´ Importance of negative societal stereotypes, which may magnify over time, 
can impede performance. 

´ Steele CM. A threat in the air: How stereotypes shape intellectual identity and 
performance. Am Psychol. 1997;52: 613–629



Cont’d Stereotype Threat
https://philosophy.rutgers.edu/climate-v2/climate-issues-in-
academic-philosophy/stereotype-threat

´ “When a verbal test is introduced as diagnostic of ability, blacks tend to 
perform worse than whites (corrected for SAT scores.) When the test is not 
introduced in this way, the correlation disappears. 

´ Girls as young as 7-8 years old have been found to experience stereotype 
threat. Neuville, E., & Croizet, J. (2007). “Can salience of gender identity 
impair math performance among 7-8 years old girls?” The moderating role 
of task difficulty. Experiencing stereotype threat can lead people to 
disengage from the relevant activity or subject matter. “

´ Steele, J., James, J. B., & Barnett, R. (2002). Learning in a man's world: 
Examining the perceptions of undergraduate women in male-dominated 
academic areas. Psychology of Women Quarterly, 26, 46-50.

´ ReducingStereotypeThreat.org.



Implicit Association Test (IAT)

´ Used in about 300 published studies and cited in 800 articles.

Although widely popular –weak reliability and validity

´ Greenwald, A. G., Banaji, M. R., & Nosek, B. A. (2015). Statistically small effects of the Implicit 
Association Test can have societally large effects. Journal of Personality and Social 
Psychology, 108, 553–561.

´ Greenwald, A. G., & Banaji, M. R. (1995). Implicit social cognition: Attitudes, self-esteem, and 
stereotypes. Psychological Review, 102, 4–27.



How does Science inform us about 
race?
´ Human Genome Project, Geneticists
´ No biological basis for race
´ Only 1 (ONE) Human Family/ Race = 99.9%  of our     DNA  common 

ancestry in Africa
´ What are we? “Tribes/Subtribe”s=  Ancestry, Ethnic groups who share 

culture, geography, language etc (melanin determined by adaptions 
based on environment and the intermarriage of various groups based on 
trade, living patterns, etc

´ The Promised Messiah (on whom be peace) said, “Allah desires to make all of mankind as 
if they were one person. This could also be called a democratic singularity. Under this 
concept the diversity of mankind could be considered as one individual. The purpose of 
religion is also that the human race be united in the form the beads of a Tasbeeh (rosary) 
through one thread.”[10]



Muhammad (sa) – A Messenger of Peace Keynote Address delivered by 
Hazrat Mirza Masroor Ahmad aba, Khalifatul Masih V, Head of the worldwide 
Ahmadiyya Muslim Community on 11th May 2013 at a special reception held 
at the Montage Hotel in Beverley Hills, California, USA.

´ “… the reason we praise the ‘Lord of all the Worlds’ and repeat this prayer 
so many times each day is so that we realize and accept the beauty of all 
people and all nations, because they are all part of God’s creation. When 
the beauty and merit of something is accepted, then it is impossible to bear 
hatred or malice towards it, rather love and compassion shine forth”

´ Maybe after cover slide



The Promised Messiah (on whom be peace) said, “Allah desires to 
make all of mankind as if they were one person. This could also be 
called a democratic singularity. Under this concept the diversity of 
mankind could be considered as one individual. The purpose of religion 
is also that the human race be united in the form the beads of 
a Tasbeeh (rosary) through one thread.”[10]



Perception..

"The world changes according to the way people see it, and if 

you can alter, even by a millimeter, the way people look at 

reality, then you can change the world."

-James Baldwin



Reflections: Debrief

´ 1)Should we continue to attribute any value in “race” concepts based on 
our current understandings of human biological diversity? 

´ 2) How should scholars communicate scientific findings about human 
biological variation more accurately and responsibly to those outside the 
scientific community?
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